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Historic NY canals are now a major recreational resource.
Run by New York State Canal Corporation, an arm of the
New York State Thruway Authority.

THE picture



Modern NY State Canal System

Erie Canal,/ Cayuga-Seneca Canal,
Oswego Canal, Champlain Canal
Original Erie canal built 1817-1825 [4 feet deep, 40 feet
wide],
Enlarged Erie built 1835-63 [7 feet deep, 70 feet wide]
Present Barge Canal built 1905-18 [major rerouting, 12-14
feet deep, min 75 ft wide, locks 43.5 feet wide x 300.0 feet long]



Our Trip: Central portion of modern Erie Canal
and upper part of Cayuga-Seneca Canal
Sept. 30 — Oct. 7, 2006

Macedon NY



Mid-Lakes Navigation Co. Marina
Macedon NY



Modern versions of classic canal boats
Bareboat charters from Mid-Lakes Navigation Co.

Beginning of trip: Sept. 30, 2006



“Hemlock” Layout

Length: 34 feet  Steel Yanmar 50 hp
Beam: 10 feet “Anti-log” skegs Bow-thruster
Draft: 4 feet 120 Gal H,0 2 Propane tanks

No depth sounder, no compass!

Also a 41-42 foot version: two heads, two berths
[Other companies charter a 42 and 44 foot with
12 foot beam]



“Hemlock” interior (working forward from stern)



*Hemlock” interior (main salon)



“Hemlock” controls and instruments



Day 1(Sat. 30 Sept.) check ride (Marina to lock E30 & back),
then Macedon Palmyra

Locks E30, E29 (locking down going East)



Palmyra town marina



Locks E28B (Newark), E28A, E27 (Lyons), E26, E25,%1, 2-3 (dual)



Sample Scenes

Spill Dam — note_smallbuoys! More little buoys and marks

“Wide Waters” between Ft. Gibson & Newark Min. bridge clearance = 15 ft 3 inches



More Sample Scenes



Locking (approach)



Locking is hand held



Locking (down) viewed from forepeak



Locking (exit)



Segment of original Erie Canal — East of Clyde NY aBridge E92

Looking West

Looking East



Turning South into Cayuga-Seneca Canal

Highway style
directional
signs!

Buoy marking branch to
Guard gate at lock CS1 Cayuga or Seneca Lake



Day 3 (Mon. 02 Oct.) until mid-afternoon: In
Seneca Falls National Women’s Rights Historical Center,
Laundry (via bicycle)

Seneca Fall



Seneca Falls NY



Seneca Falls NY — National Historical Park
First Women’s Rights Convention, 1848

Remnant of Wesleyan Chapel

Wall with “Declaration of Sentiments”
IS also a waterfall fountain



Seneca Falls NY

Laundry was 1.2 miles West of town dock
(The bikes aren’t locked atop the boat.)
Probably aren’t worth stealing!



Seneca Falls NY
lconic Trinity Episcopal Church

From Van Cleef Lake
(no falls at Seneca
Falls because canal
construction formed
this small lake)



Day 3(Mon. 02 Oct.) afternoon; Seneca Falls Montezuma
Wildlife Refuge

Locks CS3, CS2



Double Lock CS-2, CS-3



Montezuma Wildlife Refuge

Overnight at the Refuge dock






Ruins of Richmond Aqueduct — carried second Erie

Canal over Clyde River(at mark R538, G537, approx
half mile E of junction with C-S canal)



Day 4 Scenes

Chilly, pass-
ing showers

Cross Lake
Marina in
rain

ald Eagles
near/on
Cross Lake



More Day 4 Scenes

Mid -Lakes Tour Boat “Emita II”



Tying up for the night at a lock (E25, lower wall,night of Oct. 3)

Ready for the
night

Next morning (Oct. 4)
before the Lock opened
(at 0700)



Locks E25, E26, E27 (Lyons), E28A, E28B (Newark), E29, E30 (all up)



Day 5 Scenes

On the canal,
it's a “scow”
NOT a “barge”

Groundhog, town dock, Newark



Debris and Invasive Species

Motorcycle helmet
pulled from canal

Zebra mussels on
lock wall

Inflated tire and rim
pulled from canal



Fall Colors -- and an Oddity



Fairport NY

Approaching Fairport, notice

built-up cana Arriving as the deluge approache

Next morning, after the deluge;

Note drawbridge Village docks both sides, also next morning



Lift bridges E128 (Fairport), E140 (Pittsford), E174 (Spencerpork
Locks E32 (no 31!), 33



E-128 lifts on South End only!

Guard gate



South Rochester, near airpor

Crossing with Genesee Rive
South of downtown Rochester

Houses at or below canal
embankment level, SW
Rochester



Brockport town dock,
between lift bridges E181,
E182. All three pictures
looking West. Stayed here,
Thurs. night Oct. 4;
pictures are next morning



Day 7 (Friday 05 Oct.) Brockport  Fairport



Spencerport town dock, looking East; Union Street Iftbridge E174 in foreground, right.

Gas dock
& convenience
store together!



Pittsford town docks, looking Northeast

E33 Eastbound, shared with 3 other boats (only timeall other locks alone).






South side dock, Fairport,

i : - - “Colonial Belle” as we leave Fairport in
in moonlight, Friday night. ve Fairport |

fog Saturday morning



In spite of some chilly days,
and some rain,
it was an excellent cruise.



